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FCPA Year in Review 2020

2020 was another record-setting year in U.S. Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) enforcement. In 2019,
corporate FCPA enforcement set an all-time high with over $2.65 billion in fines and penalties.
Additionally, that year, the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) and the U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) imposed the two largest FCPA corporate penalties, including the first billion-dollar
settlement in FCPA history. In 2020, corporate FCPA enforcement eclipsed the 2019 record with $2.78
billion in total fines and penalties and set the record for the largest single FCPA penalty, which was a $1.6
billion settlement. 2020 also saw an increase in multi-jurisdictional cases, with foreign governments
receiving over $5 billion in global anti-corruption settlements related to FCPA cases.

In addition, the government charged 36 individuals for FCPA and FCPA-related conduct, representing
one of the highest numbers of individual prosecutions ever pursued in a year. The last three years have
seen record individual enforcement related to FCPA matters. This development matches DOJ’s rhetoric
that it will continue to strongly pursue individual prosecutions.

Following is a snapshot of 2020 FCPA enforcement:
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FCPA 2020 YEAR IN NUMBERS

ENFORCEMENT CASES AND SETTLEMENT AMOUNTS

12 Cases

AND

$2.78B

in Settlement Amounts
(Total Global Penalties Related to
FCPA Cases Almost $8B)
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36 Individuals

Charged or Indicted in 2020

WHERE IMPROPER CONDUCT OCCURRED

Ranked by Number of Cases
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About Greenberg Traurig’s White Collar Defense & Special Investigations

Practice: Greenberg Traurig’s protects companies
and individuals under government scrutiny. GT’s creative defense lawyers in the US, Europe, Latin
America, and Asia Pacific are at the forefront of white-collar defense, with wide-ranging experience in
structuring internal investigations, developing guidelines, implementing compliance programs, and
addressing issues of voluntary disclosure. Their representations involve alleged securities and
commodities fraud, Foreign Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) violations, health care/pharmaceutical fraud,
environmental crimes, money laundering, financial services fraud, public corruption/campaign finance,
tax corruption, defense contracting, and bankruptcy fraud. In addition, the majority of GT’s litigation
shareholders and counsel have first-chair trial experience.
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